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Robert Blackburne. 

\ Pril 2d. 1696, the ſaid Blackburne was Committed to Newgate, and the Septem- 
A ber following, putting in his Prayer, was admitted to Bail at the Seſſions 
A. 


Houſe in the Old Bazly, and no Information' coming agn_ him, he was at 
the enſuing Seſſions diſcharg'd from his Bail, and abfo 


utely Acquitted. By 


' this his Chargeable Confinement having Contracted ſeveral Debts, and his Creditors being 


very prefſing upon him, he refolv'd to go for Flanders, where he had ſome Relations, 
from whom he might reaſonably expec& ſome Afhſtance z and in order thereunto, he put 
himſelf on Board an Offend Man of War, but not being able, for want of Money, to 
procure a Paſs, he was by Capt. Naſh, His Majeſty's Searcher, brought back to London, 
as 2 Suſpicious Perſon, and Commutted to the Cuſtody of one Davzs, a Meſſenger; where, 
when he had remain'd for 3 or 4 Days, he, by his Sollicitor, repreſented his Caſe to Sir 


William Trumball, then Secretary of State ; upon the Conſideration of which, Sir William, 


as the ſaid Blackburne was inform'd by his Sollicitor, was inclin'd to diſcharge him; but 
he was ſtill delay'd, till the Parliament being about to paſs a Bill for continuing the Im- 
prifonment of one Counter, and others, which Bill having paſsd the Houſe of Commons, 
and the ſad Blackburne's Name not mention'd therein, Davzs, the Meſſenger, knowing that 


he had formerly beon Canfin'd with the ſaid Counter, and (altho* legally Acquitted, asafore- 
Aid, ) made it his Buſineſs to get his Priſoner, the ſaid Blackburne, allo included -in the 


faid Bill, that he might be Recommitted, and continued m Priſon with the ſaid Counter, &c, 
by the Act that was then ready to paſs the Houſe : And accordingly, tho' no farther In- 
formation appear'd againſt him, when the Bill paſs'd the Lords Houſe, they, in their A- 
mendments. 1ncerted the ſaid Blackburne; whereupon, he was Recommitted to Newgate 
without ever being Examin'd; where he was kept two Years under ſo Strid& and Rigorous 
8 Confinement, that no Friend was ſuffered to ſpeak to him, nor could he take any Mea- 


\ fares to ſet forth the Hardſhip of his Caſe, or obtain any Redreſs. 


He humbly believes his Caſe to be Particular, in that he was never Acquainted with any one of 
thoſe Perſons who bave been put to Death for the late Conſpiracy, nor did he ſo much as 
ever know any, or either of thoſe whom he i in Priſon with, until their Confmement, 
And beſides, he deſires it may be obſery'd, That he is not one of thoſe Perſons for whom 
# Thouſand Pounds was paid for the Apprehending. 


Midd. 0. A? Dekberat' Gaol. Dom. Regis de Newgate tent' pro Com? 
XA. Middleſex, apud Fuftice Hall 71: le Old Baily in Sub- 

urbizs Crvit. London, die in Cur' Scil. nono die Septembris, 

4nnmo Regni Dom. Gaulielmi tert' nunc Regis Angl, Ec. Ofauo. 


5 » } 
Robertus Blackburne tradit, in Bal. in Cur' for” De tberat” &c. 


Vera Copia Exa?. | I Per Cur 
Per Matth, Smnuth, Cer? Ec. | 


Farcourt. 


